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NO. DESCRI PTI ON | DENTI FI ED

1 Forged Ethic Notice of Hearing for 6
Prefiling Conference

2 Forged Ethic CEC - Notice Sign Location 6
Map

3A Forged Ethic CEC - Notice Sign 7-14 6

3B Forged Ethic CEC - Notice Sign AZ Trail 6
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BE | T REMEMBERED t hat the above-entitled and
nunbered matter cane on regularly to be heard before the
Arizona Power Pl ant and Transm ssion Line Siting
Comm ttee, commencing at 2: 01 p.m on July 14, 2023, wth

all participants appearing via videoconference.

BEFORE: Adam St af ford, Chairnman

APPEARANCES:
For the Applicant:

Al bert H Acken

ACKEN LAW

111 East Dunl ap Avenue
Suite 1-172

Phoeni x, Arizona 85020

ALSO PRESENT:

Ki mberly Comacho, RWE

Matt Ryan, RWE

Dean Hazl e, SWCA

Tod Brewer, Assistant to Chairnman Stafford
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CHW STAFFORD: Let's go on the record.

Now is the tine set for the prefiling
conference for RAE Forged Ethic Wnd Project.

Take appearances, pl ease.

MR. ACKEN: Thank you, M. Chairman. Bert
Acken of Acken Law on behalf of the applicant which is
goi ng to be RV Renewabl es Devel opnent, LLC.

Wth nme we have Kinberly Comacho from RWE,
Matt Ryan al so of RWE, and Dean Hazle from SWCA who i s
provi di ng support on the application itself and the
testinmony with respect to environnental and public
out r each.

| would ask Matt and Kinberly if you could
both just say hello and your titles and introduce
yoursel f for the record.

MR. RYAN. Sure thing. Well, nice to neet
you all. Happy Friday as we're looking into the weekend
her e.

So |I've been working with RAECE for about
two years now. Been in the renewabl es devel opnent
i ndustry for about five or six, maybe a little bit
| onger. Based out of Boul der, Colorado. | oversee a |ot
of our devel opnent in Arizona, New Mexico, Utah, sone
California as well. And one of which is the Forged Ethic
Wnd Project just north of Flagstaff.
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So, yeah, really | ooking forward to hear
nore fromyou both today. Looking forward to working
with you in the future.

M5. COVACHO Thanks, Matt, and hi,
everyone. M nane is Kinberly Comacho, and |I'mthe other
devel opnent manager on the project. 1've been with RAE
since its nerger wwth Con Ed and have been worki ng on
projects all over Arizona. And |I'mexcited to work on
this project.

MR ACKEN. Thank you.

CHW STAFFORD: And Dean?

MR HAZLE: Oh, I'msorry. Dean Hazle.
I'mthe SWCA project manager for Forged Ethic supporting
the application devel opnent.

CHWN STAFFORD: Thank you.

M. Acken, are there any anti ci pated
intervenor in this matter?

MR. ACKEN: No, M. Chairman. This is a
renote site north of Flagstaff. One of the prefil ed
exhi bits that shows our proposed notice signs gives you
ki nd of an overview where this project is located. It's
between 89 to the east and 180 to the west | ocated on
checkerboard | ands associated with the Babbitt Ranch,
both private and state | ands.

But because it's a renpte area, has a
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proposed transmi ssion line parallels existing |linear
transm ssion infrastructure, at this point we have not
heard of and are not anticipating intervention in the
proj ect.

CHWN STAFFORD: Okay. There are a numnber
of prefiled exhibits. Wuld you like to identify those
for us, please?

MR. ACKEN:. Yes. Thank you.

So we'll mark as PFC-1 is the draft notice
of the hearing for your consideration that identifies --
provides a little bit about the project, hearing
| ocation, libraries, project website, and standard things
that you expect to see in a notice of hearing.

The second one let's mark as PFC- 2, the
sign -- proposed sign |ocation map. W have two proposed
sign locations. One, we're on the east side where there
is public access to Babbitt Ranches, Babbitt Ranch, and
SO we proposed putting a sign there. And then the second
sign is kind of a unique |location, which would be al ong
the Arizona Trail

And so prefiled Exhibit 3 would be the --
is the two proposed signs. And we proposed kind of a
standard sign for the one that's close to 89 and then a
nodi fied sign for hikers and bi kers along the Arizona
Trail.
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CHWN STAFFORD: Okay. Al right. Those
are admtted.

| have a quick question | ooking at that

map. It shows that the trail goes right through the w nd

project. |Is that correct?

MR, ACKEN: Yes. That's correct.

CHWN STAFFORD: Okay. Al right.

Now, for publication, what newspapers is
t he publication going to be nade in?

MR. ACKEN: We're going to publish in the
dai |y newspaper up in Flag, and, Dean, |'m blanking on
the nane. |Is that Arizona Daily Star; is that right?

MR HAZLE: It's the Daily Sun.

MR. ACKEN: Daily Sun. Thank you.

And we would |ike, you know -- maybe |I'm
junpi ng ahead of nyself. W're targeting the 24th for
filing -- the 21st through 24th for filing, and if we
file on the 24th, we would very nmuch like to have the
noti ce of hearing signed by 10 o' cl ock the next day,
which | realize doesn't give you nuch time. But the
Dai ly Sun has sonme unique challenges as it relates to

publication of public notices that include maps, and so

they need a little longer lead tine. So that's going to

be the paper. |It's the paper of record in Coconino
County where this project is |ocated. But, again, we
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would ask if at all probable that that notice be signed
or available to us to provide to the Daily Sun by
10 o' cl ock on the 25th.

CHWN STAFFORD: Ckay. Yeah. W can do
that. So you need it by 10 a.m on the 25th; correct?

MR. ACKEN:. That's right.

CHWN STAFFORD:  Ckay.

And then what are the affected
jurisdictions?

MR. ACKEN: So there are two. This is
entirely located in unincorporated Coconino County. And,
again, this is a checkerboard | and position, so you do
have Arizona State Trust | ands.

CHW STAFFORD: kay. So those affected
jurisdictions will be provided notice under the statute?
MR. ACKEN:. That is correct.

CHWN STAFFORD: And then the evidentiary
hearing, we're going to have it in Flagstaff at the Hi gh
Country Conference Center?

MR, ACKEN. That's correct. This is a
| ocation |I've used for a nunber of hearings in Northern
Arizona. |It's a great venue. The hearing roomwe're

actually going to be in is kind of an auxiliary

conference space that's -- so it's not in the main
conference center, but i1t's next door. It's all in the
GLENNI E REPCRTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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same general conplex. | have had one other hearing in
that hearing rooma few years ago for another w nd
project interconnection. So the hearing roomitself is
it's alittle tight, but it's not the tightest one you' ve
ever seen. And, again, we're not anticipating a |l ot of
public interest.

CHWN STAFFORD: Okay. Now, you're going to
have | odgi ng for out-of-town Commttee nenbers, and where
will that be?

MR. ACKEN:. | anticipate that will be at
the Drury Inn which is affiliated and next door to the
conference center.

CHWN STAFFORD: Al right. Now, you'll
need to have a plan for a tour at the prehearing
conference. This |ooks pretty renote, so |I'm specul ating
that a tour will probably -- a tour is unlikely.

MR ACKEN. W are certainly not going to
recommend a tour for several reasons. Again, the |ack of
public interest. The fact that it is a renote |ocation.
We are going to present a terrific virtual tour. And,
frankly, site access may be a chal l enge getting -- even
t hough sone of the roads can be accessed on Babbitt
Ranch, | don't know that all of themare publicly
accessi ble and certainly not publicly accessible by the
vans that we would use for the Commttee. So, yes, we
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w || have a tour protocol prepared, but | don't think --
given the renote | ocation, this one's going to be a tough
one to do an in-person tour.

CHW STAFFORD: If we did do one, it would
be taken on that Wadnesday the 6th in the norning.

MR, ACKEN: Under st ood.

CHW STAFFORD: If. |If we do a tour.

And, Tod, what's the date we have for the
prehearing conference? And | guess we're assum ng you
will file the application on the 24th; correct?

MR. ACKEN:. That is correct.

MR, BREWER M. Chairnman, we have t hat
schedul ed for August 29 at 2 p.m

CHWN STAFFORD: All right. There's no
litigation or disputes for this?

MR. ACKEN. That's correct.

CHWN STAFFORD: Wen you file the
application, you'll send a hard copy over to us too?

MR ACKEN. W will.

CHWN STAFFORD: And we'll get the
procedural order together once we get that.

Just rem nd you to provide the draft CEC by
t he prehearing conference and then reference any of the
conditions with the latest prior CEC that were contai ned.

MR, ACKEN:. We will do so.

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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CHWN STAFFORD: Public comment, we're going
to have a special session at -- on is that Monday, no,
t he Tuesday the 5th at 5:30; correct?

MR. ACKEN. That's correct. Yeah, we're
starting on a Tuesday because of the holiday.

CHWN STAFFORD: Okay. And then what's the
permt status for the project?

MR ACKEN:. So I'mgoing to turn it over to
the teamto tal k about the county entitlenent process.
This project does also have -- it will have a NEPA
conponent process associated with it because Bureau of
Recl amation is one of the owners of the switchyard
entry -- the line that we're interconnecting with, and so
because of that, it has to go through a NEPA anal ysi s.

Unfortunately, that hasn't started yet
because of a delay in the systeminpact study. So
originally when we anticipated that we woul d have had
that systeminpact study, | think, we probably would have
that systeminpact study at the beginning of the year.
And so that's been quite a bit of a delay, which has
del ayed the federal permtting process.

But as far as the county process, if
anybody on the teamwants to speak to that, just give a
hi gh-1 evel overview of the status.

MR HAZLE: Right. W're preparing a

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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conditional use permt with Coconino County. W aimto
submt that later this summer. | think we're kind of
wor ki ng on final conponents for the application. M
guess is that it wll be submtted to the County by the
time of hearings and sort of in the staff review stage
w t h Coconi no County.

CHWN STAFFORD: | notice it's going to
require a special use permt. |Is that for the line
itself or is that for the wind project?

MR HAZLE: |It's a conditional use permt
that'll cover the wind project and the transm ssion |ine.
Coconi no County has a renewabl e energy ordi nance that,
you know, has specific requirenents for utility-scale
devel opnents. So those are the sort of additional
requi renents we're preparing the application under.

CHWN STAFFORD: Okay. Now, for the hearing
itself, you will ensure it will have the sane AV team
setting up all the equi pment and everything that we
typically do for these?

MR ACKEN:. Yes.

CHWN STAFFORD: kay. And you'll have the
tablets for the Conmttee Menbers to have all the
exhi bits and everything on?

MR. ACKEN:. Yes. The nice thing is they're
actually based there, right, so it's easy to get them

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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t here.

CHWN STAFFORD: What was the anount of
filing fee for this?

MR ACKEN. It's a thousand because, you
know, the short length of the |ine. It's about a
five-mle line, four- or five-mle |line.

CHWN STAFFORD: All right. And so you know
the Conmm ssion is obligated by statute to pay the cost of
reporting and transcribing any application hearing as
wel |l as the actual necessary expenses incurred by the
Committee in connection with their participation in the
neetings fromthe filing fee. These costs and fees
frequently exceed the anobunt of fee. And wth the
applicant's consent, they can be incurred by the
Comm ttee and charged to the applicant. WII the
appl i cant consent to pay the Conm ssion those costs in
excess of the filing fee?

MR. ACKEN: Yes. And a couple thoughts.
There's one, | think, nost always exceeds the thousand
dollar fee even for straightforward hearings like this.

And | do want to say -- | want to | guess
it may have been your predecessor or Tod, certainly, for
schedul ing us concurrently wi th another project, so that
hel ps. It helps to spread sone of those costs around.
So we appreciate the Commttee' s consideration on that
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one.

CHW STAFFORD: Al right. Thank you.

Just a rem nder that the turnaround tine
for transcripts is three days.

That's the end of ny list. |Is there
anything el se, M. Acken, that you have that we need to
address at this prefiling conference?

MR ACKEN: No. That's -- | don't have
anything else. At this tine, I'd ask ny teamif |
m sstated anything or if you have anything el se, feel
free to chinme in. But, otherwi se, we're | ooking forward
to presenting this to the Commttee.

CHW STAFFORD: Well, thank you. |If
there's nothing further, then we can adjourn, and see you
back here at three o' clock for the next one.

MR ACKEN. Sound good. Thank you.

CHWN STAFFORD: Thanks. W' re adjourned.

(Proceedi ngs concluded at 2:16 p.m)
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STATE OF ARI ZONA )
)
COUNTY OF MARI COPA )
BE I T KNOMN that the foregoing proceedi ngs were
t aken before ne; that the foregoing pages are a full,
true, and accurate record of the proceedings, all done to
the best of ny skill and ability; that the proceedi ngs

were taken down by ne in shorthand and thereafter reduced
to print under ny direction.

| CERTIFY that | amin no way related to any of the
parties hereto nor aml in any way interested in the
out cone her eof .

| CERTIFY that | have conplied with the ethica
obligations set forth in ACIA 7-206(F)(3) and
ACIA 7-206(J)(1)(9g) (1) and (2).

Dat ed at Phoeni x, Arizona, July 31, 2023.

JENNI FER HONN, RPR
Ari zona Certified Reporter
No. 50885

| CERTIFY that GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC, has
conplied with the ethical obligations set forth in
ACIA 7-206(J)(1)(9g) (1) through (6).

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC
Arizona Registered Firm
No. R1035

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting. com Phoeni x, AZ

15



	Index
	 Number Index
	1
	10 (3)
	180 (1)

	2
	2 (1)
	21st (1)
	24th (4)
	25th (2)
	29 (1)
	2:16 (1)

	3
	3 (1)

	5
	5:30 (1)
	5th (1)

	6
	6th (1)

	8
	89(2)


	A
	access (2)
	accessed (1)
	accessible (2)
	ACKEN (30)
	actual (1)
	actually (2)
	additional (1)
	address (1)
	adjourn (1)
	adjourned (1)
	admitted (1)
	affected (2)
	affiliated (1)
	again (4)
	ago (1)
	ahead (1)
	aim (1)
	along (2)
	always (1)
	amount (2)
	analysis (1)
	anticipate (1)
	anticipated (2)
	anticipating (2)
	appearances (1)
	applicant (3)
	applicant's (1)
	application (7)
	appreciate (1)
	area (1)
	Arizona (7)
	around (1)
	associated (2)
	assuming (1)
	August (1)
	auxiliary (1)
	AV (1)
	available (1)

	B
	Babbitt (4)
	back (1)
	Based (2)
	beginning (1)
	behalf (1)
	Bert (1)
	bikers (1)
	bit (3)
	blanking (1)
	both (3)
	Boulder (1)
	BREWER (1)
	Bureau (1)

	C
	California (1)
	can (4)
	CEC (2)
	Center (3)
	certainly (3)
	Chairman (3)
	challenge (1)
	challenges (1)
	charged (1)
	checkerboard (2)
	chime (1)
	CHMN (27)
	close (1)
	Coconino (5)
	Colorado (1)
	Comacho (3)
	comment (1)
	Commission (2)
	Committee (6)
	Committee's (1)
	complex (1)
	component (1)
	components (1)
	Con (1)
	concluded (1)
	concurrently (1)
	conditional (2)
	conditions (1)
	conference (9)
	connection (1)
	consent (2)
	consideration (2)
	contained (1)
	copy (1)
	cost (1)
	costs (3)
	Country (1)
	County (8)
	couple (1)
	cover (1)

	D
	daily (6)
	date (1)
	day (1)
	days (1)
	Dean (4)
	delay (2)
	delayed (1)
	Development (5)
	developments (1)
	disputes (1)
	dollar (1)
	door (2)
	draft (2)
	Drury (1)

	E
	east (2)
	easy (1)
	Ed (1)
	else (3)
	end (1)
	energy (1)
	ensure (1)
	entirely (1)
	entitlement (1)
	entry (1)
	environmental (1)
	equipment (1)
	Ethic (3)
	even (2)
	everyone (1)
	evidentiary (1)
	exceed (1)
	exceeds (1)
	excess (1)
	excited (1)
	Exhibit (1)
	exhibits (3)
	existing (1)
	expect (1)
	expenses (1)

	F
	fact (1)
	far (1)
	federal (1)
	fee (5)
	feel (1)
	fees (1)
	few (1)
	file (3)
	filing (5)
	final (1)
	five (1)
	five-mile (2)
	Flag (1)
	Flagstaff (3)
	Forged (3)
	forward (3)
	four- (1)
	frankly (1)
	free (1)
	frequently (1)
	Friday (1)
	further (1)
	future (1)

	G
	general (1)
	given (1)
	gives (1)
	goes (1)
	good (1)
	great (1)
	guess (3)

	H
	Happy (1)
	hard (1)
	Hazle (6)
	hear (1)
	heard (1)
	hearing (11)
	hearings (3)
	hello (1)
	helps (2)
	hi (1)
	High (1)
	high-level (1)
	hikers (1)
	holiday (1)

	I
	identifies (1)
	identify (1)
	impact (3)
	in-person (1)
	include (1)
	incurred (2)
	industry (1)
	infrastructure (1)
	Inn (1)
	interconnecting (1)
	interconnection (1)
	interest (2)
	intervenor (1)
	intervention (1)
	into (1)
	introduce (1)

	J
	jumping (1)
	jurisdictions (2)

	K
	Kimberly (3)
	kind (5)

	L
	lack (1)
	land (1)
	lands (3)
	later (1)
	latest (1)
	Law (1)
	lead (1)
	length (1)
	libraries (1)
	line (7)
	linear (1)
	list (1)
	litigation (1)
	little (4)
	LLC (1)
	located (4)
	location (6)
	locations (1)
	lodging (1)
	longer (2)
	looking (5)
	looks (1)
	lot (2)

	M
	main (1)
	manager (2)
	map (2)
	maps (1)
	mark (2)
	Matt (3)
	matter (1)
	may (2)
	maybe (2)
	meet (1)
	meetings (1)
	members (2)
	merger (1)
	Mexico (1)
	misstated (1)
	modified (1)
	Monday (1)
	more (1)
	morning (1)
	most (1)
	much (2)
	myself (1)

	N
	name (2)
	necessary (1)
	need (4)
	NEPA (2)
	New (1)
	newspaper (1)
	newspapers (1)
	next (4)
	nice (2)
	north (2)
	Northern (1)
	notice (7)
	notices (1)
	number (2)

	O
	o'clock (3)
	obligated (1)
	once (1)
	one (13)
	one's (1)
	order (1)
	ordinance (1)
	originally (1)
	otherwise (1)
	out (1)
	out-of-town (1)
	outreach (1)
	over (3)
	oversee (1)
	overview (2)
	owners (1)

	P
	paper (2)
	parallels (1)
	participation (1)
	pay (2)
	permit (4)
	permitting (1)
	PFC-1 (1)
	PFC-2 (1)
	plan (1)
	please (2)
	pm (2)
	point (1)
	position (1)
	predecessor (1)
	prefiled (3)
	prefiling (2)
	prehearing (3)
	prepared (1)
	preparing (2)
	present (1)
	presenting (1)
	pretty (1)
	prior (1)
	private (1)
	probable (1)
	probably (2)
	procedural (1)
	Proceedings (1)
	process (4)
	Project (17)
	projects (1)
	proposed (7)
	protocol (1)
	provide (2)
	provided (1)
	provides (1)
	providing (1)
	public (6)
	publication (3)
	publicly (2)
	publish (1)
	putting (1)

	Q
	quick (1)
	quite (1)

	R
	Ranch (3)
	Ranches (1)
	realize (1)
	really (1)
	reasons (1)
	Reclamation (1)
	recommend (1)
	record (3)
	reference (1)
	relates (1)
	remind (1)
	reminder (1)
	remote (5)
	renewable (1)
	Renewables (2)
	reporting (1)
	require (1)
	requirements (2)
	respect (1)
	review (1)
	right (11)
	roads (1)
	room (3)
	RWE (5)
	RWECE (1)
	Ryan (2)

	S
	same (2)
	scheduled (1)
	scheduling (1)
	second (2)
	send (1)
	session (1)
	set (1)
	setting (1)
	several (1)
	short (1)
	shows (2)
	side (1)
	sign (7)
	signed (2)
	signs (2)
	site (2)
	six (1)
	sorry (1)
	sort (2)
	Sound (1)
	space (1)
	speak (1)
	special (2)
	specific (1)
	speculating (1)
	spread (1)
	staff (1)
	STAFFORD (27)
	stage (1)
	standard (2)
	Star (1)
	started (1)
	starting (1)
	state (2)
	status (2)
	statute (2)
	straightforward (1)
	study (3)
	submit (1)
	submitted (1)
	summer (1)
	Sun (4)
	support (1)
	supporting (1)
	Sure (1)
	SWCA (2)
	switchyard (1)
	system (3)

	T
	tablets (1)
	talk (1)
	targeting (1)
	team (4)
	terrific (1)
	testimony (1)
	Thanks (2)
	that'll (1)
	though (1)
	thoughts (1)
	thousand (2)
	three (2)
	tight (1)
	tightest (1)
	titles (1)
	Tod (2)
	today (1)
	together (1)
	tough (1)
	tour (8)
	Trail (3)
	transcribing (1)
	transcripts (1)
	transmission (3)
	Trust (1)
	Tuesday (2)
	turn (1)
	turnaround (1)
	two (4)
	typically (1)

	U
	under (2)
	Understood (1)
	Unfortunately (1)
	unincorporated (1)
	unique (2)
	unlikely (1)
	up (2)
	use (4)
	used (1)
	Utah (1)
	utility-scale (1)

	V
	vans (1)
	venue (1)
	virtual (1)

	W
	wants (1)
	website (1)
	Wednesday (1)
	weekend (1)
	west (1)
	what's (2)
	Wind (6)
	work (1)
	working (4)

	Y
	year (1)
	years (2)



