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REQUEST TO LIFT MORATORIUM FOR SANDY RUN SOLAR
PROJECT NARRATIVE

RWE Solar Development, LLC ("RWE") is developing the Sandy Run Solar Project, a 198-
megawatt (MW) solar photovoltaic energy generation system co-located with agricultural use and
an operations and maintenance building (the "Project"), on privately held property in northwest
Berkeley County. The Project is located east of County Line Road and north of Highway 311 and
is bisected by George Wigfall Road. RWE submits this Project Narrative in support of its Request
to Lift the Large-Scale Development Moratorium ("RTL").

The Project is a low intensity use that will provide low cost energy to serve existing residences and
businesses and to meet the increasing energy demand from growth in Berkeley County and the
region. Sandy Run Solar is proposed to be constructed on approximately 1,500 acres, which
includes property on which solar arrays (including racking, panels, and inverters), a project
substation, an operations and maintenance building, and a utility switching yard will be built, as
well as the property required for access roads, internal service roads, setbacks, buffers, and laydown

yards.

RWE has an option to lease the property on which the Project is proposed to be constructed. Once
design and permitting of the Project is complete, prior to the start of construction, RWE will
exercise its option to lease the property. The operational lease term will be 35 - 45 years.

RWE has engaged in desktop and field studies of the leased property, including wetland
delineations, cultural resource survey, threatened and endangered species critical habitat
assessment, and geotechnical study. The Project is designed to minimize impacts to environmental
and archaeological resources during both construction and operations, including preserving
wetlands by designing the Project with no major components located in floodplain areas or
wetlands and maintaining buffers around wetlands and streams. Furthermore, the Project design
allows for wildlife to roam between different components, encouraging continued use of non-
developed land for hunting and other recreational purposes. The panel arrays and substation will be
fenced, in accordance with required rules and safety regulations. Any land that is not leased for the
Project will remain under the control and responsibility of the landowner. RWE anticipates the
land adjacent to the Project will continue to be used for commercial timber and recreation.

The Project will be significantly less intensive to the surrounding community and the environment
than other types of large-scale developments. Upon approval of the Request to Lift, Sandy Run
Solar will work with County Staff to develop the details of and submit a planned development
application pursuant to Ordinance Section 8.3 to rezone the property to a Planned Development -
OP/IP district, which will allow for the solar energy generation system, agricultural use, and
operations and maintenance building.

Each of the criteria to be considered in lifting of the moratorium are addressed below:

1. Roads, intersections, and traffic. After construction, Sandy Run Solar will generate
minimal traffic and will not negatively impact roads. Between four and eight operations and
maintenance staff will work on-site daily during operations. Otherwise, service providers will
travel to the site to bring supplies, replacement equipment, and perform maintenance periodically.
The traffic generated during operations of the Project will be significantly less than traffic
generated by a single-family home or most commercial businesses.
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Prior to construction, Sandy Run Solar will work with the County and South Carolina Department
of Transportation to develop a traffic plan and road use agreement for construction traffic. RWE
is committed to documenting the state of roads to be used for the transport of material prior to the
start of construction, to maintaining the roads in a safe and usable manner during construction, and
to restoring the roads to their condition prior to construction, or better, if needed.

2. Public safety including police, fire, and EMS. RWE has engaged Central Berkeley
Fire & EMS leaders in several conversations about the Project and emergency response matters
and will continue discussions with these critical services during the permitting of Sandy Run Solar.
RWE will develop an Emergency Services Response Plan tailored to the site and the protocols of
the local first response services in consultation with the County first responders. This plan will be
regularly updated and RWE will assist with training and resources prior to and during commercial

operations.

3. Schools. The Project will positively impact local schools through increased tax
revenue with little demand for services, as well as by providing educational opportunities. Sandy
Run Solar will not generate a significant increase in the number of pupils attending Berkeley County
schools. Therefore, the Project will provide significant new revenue for schools but will not
increase the demand on school services. Furthermore, post-construction there will be minimal
traffic to the site that would impact the area schools. RWE is in discussions with Berkeley School
leaders regarding renewable energy and wildlife educational opportunities for Cross Elementary
School and the greater Berkeley County School District.

4. Water and sewer infrastructure. The Project will not connect to public water or

SCWCT.

3. Impacts to surrounding communities included but not limited to buffers and

setbacks. The Project will have minimal impact on the surrounding communities during operations.
The Project is located on densely vegetated property and, wherever possible, existing vegetation will be
used to screen and buffer the facility from adjacent properties and roadways. In addition to existing
vegetation, ifthere are any places where existing vegetation is insufficient to screen the facility, Sandy
Run Solar will install a planted vegetation buffer. The preliminary landscaping plan will be
developed in consultation with County Staff during the rezoning and site plan approval, and final
plans will be approved with the building permit.

The Concept Plan provided in support of the RTL application reflects a minimum 50 foot setback
from all non-participating property lines and public rights of way. Final setbacks will be established
in the rezoning, and a majority of the Project area is offset from residential structures by 4,000 feet
or more. The solar arrays are designed and engineered to minimize glare overall and to avoid glare
on adjacent roadways. The racking system utilized is a tracking system, which enables the solar
panels to move throughout the day, tracking the sun, and optimizing electrical generation by the
facility. The inverters, which convert the electricity generated into alternating current so that the
generation can be injected into the existing grid, will be constructed interior to the site in order to
ensure that sound from the equipment is dispersed at the property line. The substation and
switchyard are located in a part of the Project adjacent to the existing Santee Cooper 230 kV line.
The Project will not emit fumes, odors, or dust.

At the end of the Project's lease or useful operational life, whichever is earlier, the solar panels,
racking, laydown yards, and operations and maintenance facility will be fully removed from the
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site following a decommissioning plan agreed on in advance between Sandy Run Solar, the
landowner, and Berkeley County. To the extent possible, RWE will leverage its established
partnerships with solar panel recycling companies to recycle Project solar components, and Project
steel and other components will also be resold, recycled, disposed of by Sandy Run Solar. The
cost of decommissioning will be the responsibility of Sandy Run Solar. Therefore, once
decommissioned, the Project will have no lingering impact on the surrounding communities.

6. Input from surrounding communities. RWE has been engaging in community
outreach for over a year, including visiting adjacent neighbors, holding meetings in the community,
speaking with Cross community members, and engaging in outreach to general stakeholders and
community organizations to solicit additional input from the local community.

RWE hosted two public community meetings in satisfaction of the requirements of the RTL ordinance
—one on June 12, 2025 at Cross Elementary School and a second on July 10, 2025 at the Cross
Community Center. Flyers announcing the community meetings were mailed to all properties
within % mile of the proposed site, notices of the June and July meetings were published on
June 5 and July 2, 2025, respectively, in the Post and Courier, and flyers were disseminated
throughout the community in advance of each meeting.

The information gathered from the community outreach has been used in the design of the Project
to ensure the Project integrates into the surrounding area and has little to no impact during
operations on adjacent properties and the community.

7. Consideration of future easements for road and utility expansion and right of
way. The Project will be on the north and south sides of George Wigfall Road between County
Line Road and Ranger Drive. George Wigfall Road will remain open and public. No utility
expansion is required for the project.

8. Connectivity to surrounding communities. Sandy Run Solar is designed to
blend into the existing landscape and have little to no active impact on the surrounding
community. The Project will provide significant positive passive impacts to the surrounding
communities by generating a significant amount of energy that is injected into the Santee
Cooper grid without producing emissions and through increased tax revenue to the County,
including schools, without placing a burden on services and infrastructure.

9. Preservation of green space. RWE has designed Sandy Run Solar to avoid
impacts to wetlands and preserve natural open space for wildlife movement and to provide for
maintenance and growth of wildlife habitat. The Project will incorporate native vegetation and
pollinator habitat in its ground coverings and buffers to promote wildlife habitat. The Project
will also be co-located with an agricultural use and open space will be used for agriculture, to
the extent practicable.

Solar allows for the conservation and preservation of land for any future use, unlike most
other developments. As discussed above (in Section 5), at the end of operations and
termination of the lease, the solar panels, racking, and other project components will be
removed. Given the passive use of the land during operations, the land will have been preserved,
regenerated, and restored, and will be suitable for agriculture use or development, as desired by
the landowner and allowed by current zoning regulations.
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10. Traffic calming devices for roads in proposed development. Given the minimal
traffic anticipated on roads adjacent to and running through the Project during operations, calming
devices should not be warranted. As discussed above, prior to construction, RWE will develop a
traffic plan for construction traffic. The traffic plan will include any necessary safety measures, as
well as measures to ensure minimal disruption to the surrounding community.

11. Impact on local business. During construction, the Project will have a positive
impact on local businesses as it will generate significant purchasing activity, and thus sales and
use tax. RWE anticipates the Project will generate over 100 construction jobs, with a goal to utilize
local employees to the greatest extent possible, and approximately $5 million in local and states
sales tax during construction.

Post-construction, RWE anticipates there will be four to eight permanent operations and
maintenance technician and supervisory positions at Sandy Run Solar, which will generate
additional positive impact in the County. RWE is committed to being a good corporate citizen and
active community member for the life of Sandy Run Solar and looks forward to discussing ways
to engage with and support the Cross community and Berkeley County.

12. Other government provided services. The Project will have minimal impact or need
for government services. As noted above, there will be no use of water or sewer infrastructure and
minimal use of roads, schools, and social services. The Operations and Maintenance building will
have electric service and a septic sewer system. Sandy Run Solar will prepare emergency service
response plans in consultation with the County and will provide (and pay for) any first responder
training determined to be necessary or reasonably desired. Sandy Run Solar will benefit Berkeley
County by generating tax revenue to support essential public services and infrastructure
improvements while creating minimal to no impact on Berkeley County's resources.

Sandy Run Solar will interconnect with the existing Santee Cooper Cross to Jefferies 230 kV
transmission line, which runs north to south just east of the Project site. In its latest Integrated
Resource Plan (IRP), Santee Cooper showed that it will be at a supply shortfall by 2029. Santee
Cooper assessed several pathways through which it could meet its demand requirements, and the
majority of these scenarios call for over 2,200 MW of new solar capacity by 2029. The IRP further
calls for substantial additional amounts of new solar capacity in the 2030s. Sandy Run Solar's 198
MW AC nameplate capacity would represent approximately 9% of Santee Cooper's desired 2029
new solar capacity and is well positioned to be part of the generation mix that meets the energy
demand of Santee Cooper customers while bringing significant investment to Berkeley County
with minimal impact to the surrounding community.
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