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RWE Welcomes Aboard Industry-Leading Former Top 
Biden Administration Energy Official for U.S. Offshore 
Wind 

• Former BOEM Director Amanda Lefton joins RWE as Vice President of Development, U.S. 
East, picking up multi-gigawatt portfolio  

• RWE continues to build industry-leading team of experts to support development from 
coast-to-coast 

 

Boston, 10 July 2023 
 
RWE today announced that Amanda Lefton, who transformed the offshore wind industry in the 
U.S. during her tenure as the Director of the Department of the Interior’s Bureau of Ocean 
Energy Management (BOEM), has joined the company as Vice President of Development, East. 
In this position, Lefton will lead RWE’s offshore development along the east coast. 
 
“Amanda has successfully created significant momentum for the offshore wind industry in the 
U.S. Her know-how navigating all levels of government has resulted in the approval and now 
construction of the nation’s first two offshore wind projects,” said Sam Eaton, CEO of RWE 
Offshore Wind Holdings “It’s no secret that Amanda’s leadership permeates the entire industry 
and I’m thrilled that she has decided to continue her career at RWE.”  
 
As the Director of BOEM, Amanda led development and implementation of the Biden 
Administration’s ambitious offshore wind agenda, including all federal offshore wind leasing, 
project reviews, and policy and regulatory matters. Amanda advanced an “all-of-government” 
approach and worked closely with colleagues in leadership at the Department of the Interior, 
the White House, other federal agencies, Tribal nations, state governments, and myriad 
stakeholders to tackle key energy and environmental issues. 
 
“Now more than ever, we must find scalable solutions to tackle the climate crisis. RWE has a 
strong track record of taking projects from conception to reality which is the precise expertise 
needed to deliver offshore wind to our States,” said Amanda Lefton, VP of RWE Development, 
U.S. East. “Joining the RWE team is an exciting opportunity to get more projects in the water by 
continuing to shape this growing industry to approach development holistically, drive 
technological innovation and supply chain localization, and to deliver benefits to underserved 
communities.” 
 
Most recently, Lefton served as the Senior Policy Director of Energy and Climate at Foley Hoag. 
Prior to serving as the Director for BOEM, Lefton served as the First Assistant Secretary for 
Energy and Environment for the former Governor of New York where she led the State’s climate 
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and environmental initiatives and managed a portfolio of twelve agencies and authorities. In 
this role she championed and advanced implementation of landmark nation-leading climate 
and renewable energy strategies. Previously, Amanda was the Deputy Policy Director for The 
Nature Conservancy in New York, worked in the labor movement for the Rochester Regional 
Joint Board of Workers United, and for the New York State Assembly and the New York State 
Senate. 
 
As the fastest growing new entrant in the U.S. offshore wind market, RWE has acquired a 
development pipeline of more than 4 GW, including the largest lease area in the New York Bight. 
Lefton’s portfolio will include RWE’s 3 GW Community Offshore Wind project, a joint venture with 
National Grid Ventures. RWE is the number two offshore wind developer globally with 
unparalleled expertise across the entire value chain resulting in 19 offshore wind projects in 
operation. 
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RWE  

RWE is leading the way to a green energy world. With an extensive investment and growth strategy, the company will expand its 
powerful, green generation capacity to more than 50 gigawatts internationally by 2030. RWE is investing more than€50 billion 
gross for this purpose in this decade. The portfolio is based on offshore and onshore wind, solar, hydrogen, batteries, biomass and 
gas. RWE Supply & Trading provides tailored energy solutions for large customers. RWE has locations in the attractive markets of 
Europe, North America and the Asia-Pacific region. The company is responsibly phasing out nuclear energy and coal. Government-
mandated phaseout roadmaps have been defined for both of these energy sources. RWE employs around 19,000 people 
worldwide and has a clear target: to get to net zero by 2040. On its way there, the company has set itself ambitious targets for all 
activities that cause greenhouse gas emissions. The Science Based Targets initiative has confirmed that these emission reduction 
targets are in line with the Paris Agreement. Very much in the spirit of the company’s purpose: Our energy for a sustainable life. 
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