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Community Offshore Wind Announces $10M Childcare 
Financial Assistance Program for Offshore Wind 
Workers and Trainees in New York 
 

• C.A.R.E Program provides childcare financial assistance for the future offshore wind 
workforce in partnership with United Way of New York 

• Community Offshore Wind’s childcare assistance program will support workforce at 
proposed steel fabrication facility in the City of Newburgh and Town of New Windsor  

• Joint venture hosted childcare roundtable discussion at Orange County Community 
College (SUNY Orange) with local business leaders and elected officials 

Newburgh, NY, May 11, 2023 
 

Community Offshore Wind, a joint venture between RWE and National Grid Ventures, 
announced today it will offer $10 million for childcare financial assistance programs to support 
offshore wind industry workers in New York State. In partnership with United Way of New York, 
the program, C.A.R.E. (Childcare Affordability and Resource Equity), will provide a stipend to 
workers and trainees who can then select a childcare facility near their home or workplace. This 
people-first initiative will help remove the financial obstacles for workers who want to pursue 
jobs in the renewables industry. 

Community Offshore Wind hosted a roundtable discussion earlier today at Orange County 
Community College (SUNY Orange) to discuss barriers to affordable childcare, especially for 
those in disadvantaged communities, and how this childcare funding could help diversify the 
offshore wind workforce. This funding could benefit local residents with children, who are 
interested in working at a recently-announced steel fabrication hub in the City of Newburgh and 
Town of New Windsor. If chosen by the New York Energy Research and Development Authority 
(NYSERDA), Community Offshore Wind’s Orange County facilities would supply steel for the 
offshore wind industry across New York State. The facilities would employ hundreds of workers 
and trainees that would be eligible for these childcare funds. 

The roundtable discussion featured New York State Senators James Skoufis and Rob Rolison, 
Orange County Executive Steven Neuhaus, Melissa Clark from United Way of the Dutchess-
Orange Region, Maryssa Navarro, Apprentice LIUNA Local 17, Orange County Legislator 
Kevindaryán Luján, and Mike Oates from the Hudson Valley Economic Development 

https://communityoffshorewind.com/news/2023-03-27-community-offshore-wind-announces-agreement-with-new-york-steel-suppliers
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Corporation.   

The funding for the C.A.R.E. program is contingent on NYSERDA selecting Community Offshore 
Wind’s proposal in the state’s third offshore wind solicitation. Childcare will be a part of all the 
joint venture’s future offshore wind proposals. 

"As New York State pursues a greener future, access to affordable childcare will play an 
essential role in the success of the renewable energy industry and the creation of good-paying 
opportunities that drive families into the middle class," said Doug Perkins, President and 
Project Director of Community Offshore Wind. " Community Offshore Wind is committed to 
bringing the economic benefits of the offshore wind industry to the communities that can 
benefit the most, providing the resources to succeed. We are excited to launch this 
groundbreaking initiative in collaboration with United Way, and we look forward to seeing this 
program increase access to jobs for so many New York families as we look to create a more 
equitable workforce." 

Hugh Parry, President of United Way, New York State: “We are proud to partner with 
Community Offshore Wind on this critically-needed program to provide affordable childcare 
resources for offshore wind workers and trainees across New York. This program will remove 
barriers for workers who want to enter the clean energy workforce, but need affordable 
childcare to do so. We look forward to working with community partners to ensure that families 
in New York State have access to the resources they need to succeed.’’ 

Stephen Bedetti, Deputy Supervisor, Town of New Windsor: “Community Offshore Wind’s 
investment in childcare highlights their commitment to delivering positive workforce training 
and employment outcomes in the Hudson Valley. Through this new childcare program, 
members of our community will have the support they need to access career opportunities in 
the clean energy industry.”  

Senator James Skoufis, 42nd Senate District of New York: “Community Offshore Wind’s 
childcare funding program illustrates a promise to work with local stakeholders and a 
commitment to develop and support the workforce in Orange County. These types of 
wraparound services are the connections we need to attract a more diverse labor force to 
renewable jobs, and position the region at the forefront of New York’s clean energy future.” 

Senator Rob Rolison, 39th Senate District of New York: “Childcare is a key investment that 
businesses can make to ensure we are supporting the workforce of today and in the future. That 
support provides security for families and helps them reach the middle class and beyond. 
Partners like Community Offshore Wind who are focused on helping people and bringing 
innovative programs like this one forward are what it takes to revitalize our cities and make a 
positive impact on families.” 
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Todd Diorio, President of the Hudson Valley Building and Construction Trades Council: 
“Orange County will have a leg up in meeting the demands of the offshore wind and clean 
energy industries thanks to Community Offshore Wind’s childcare investment. Our workforce is 
eager to be a part of this just transition and now we will enable more individuals to be a part of 
family-sustaining union careers by providing workers with much-needed childcare support.” 

Kevindaryán Luján, Orange County Legislator: "The City of Newburgh continues to have 
amongst the highest unemployment levels in the region. This project will create much needed 
jobs and opportunities for our community members and we are very excited to see the 
partnerships being formed to ensure this project's success. I am particularly enthusiastic to see 
the incorporation of childcare in this initiative to help attract a more diverse workforce and to 
help alleviate barriers to participation. We want our hardworking parents to be able to take 
advantage of every possible opportunity for upward mobility and this is an important step to 
help them succeed in that effort." 

Maureen Halahan, President and CEO, The Orange County Partnership: “Childcare makes up 
a substantial portion of hard-working families’ monthly expenses in Orange County. Community 
Offshore Wind’s childcare program would provide relief to families and give them the support 
they need to enter the offshore wind workforce.”  

Michael Oates, President and CEO, Hudson Valley Economic Development Corporation 
(HVEDC): “Diversifying the Hudson Valley’s economy is at the core of the work we do at HVEDC. 
Community Offshore Wind’s project is helping to bring a new opportunity to position Orange 
County as a leader in the clean energy economy. The C.A.R.E program is going a step further to 
support the local workforce by providing equitable access to childcare.”  
 

For further inquiries: Anna Russell Murray 
RWE Offshore Wind  
Communications Manager 
M +1 512-701-2251 
E anna.russell@rwe.com 

 
 
 
 
About Community Offshore Wind 
RWE and National Grid Ventures, will bring clean energy to the Northeastern US in a joint venture called Community Offshore Wind. 
They will develop offshore wind on the largest parcel in the New York Bight with the potential to host 3 gigawatts (GW) of capacity, 
which is enough to power more than one million US homes and businesses. The project is expected to be in operation by the end of 
2030. Community Offshore Wind is dedicated to investing in communities by bringing clean energy jobs to the region and growing 
the local economy. They will deliver sustainable energy safely, reliably, and efficiently to the communities they serve. 
 
RWE 
RWE is leading the way to a green energy world. With an extensive investment and growth strategy, the company will 
expand its powerful, green generation capacity to more than 50 gigawatts internationally by 2030. RWE is investing 
more than €50 billion gross for this purpose in this decade. The portfolio is based on offshore and onshore wind, solar, 
hydro plants, hydrogen, batteries, biomass, and gas. RWE Supply & Trading provides tailored energy solutions for large 
customers. RWE has locations in the attractive markets of Europe, North America, and the Asia-Pacific region. The 
company wants to phase out coal by 2030. RWE employs around 19,000 people worldwide and has a clear target: to 
get to net zero by 2040. On its way there, the company has set itself ambitious targets for all activities that cause 
greenhouse gas emissions. The Science Based Targets initiative has confirmed that these emission reduction targets 

https://americas.rwe.com/
https://www.nationalgrid.com/national-grid-ventures/what-we-do/competitive-transmission
https://communityoffshorewind.com/


RWE Aktiengesellschaft Group Corporate Communications & Public Affairs | RWE Platz 1 | 45141 Essen | Germany 
T +49 201 5179-5008 | communications@rwe.com | www.rwe.com/press 
 

 

 

are in line with the Paris Agreement. Very much in the spirit of the company’s purpose: Our energy for a sustainable 
life. 
 
About National Grid Ventures 
National Grid is an electricity, natural gas, and clean energy delivery company serving more than 20 million people throughout our 
networks in New York and Massachusetts. National Grid is focused on building a path to a more affordable, reliable clean energy 
future through our fossil-free vision. National Grid Ventures (NGV) is the non-regulated division of National Grid plc, one of the 
largest investor-owned energy companies in the world. NGV operates outside of National Grid’s core regulated businesses in the US 
and UK where it develops, operates and invests in energy projects, technologies and partnerships to accelerate the development of 
a clean energy future. NGV’s diverse portfolio of low carbon and renewable energy businesses across the UK, Europe and US 
includes subsea electricity interconnectors, wind and solar power, and battery storage. For more information, visit 
https://www.nationalgrid.com/national-grid-ventures. 
 
Forward-looking statements 
This press release contains forward-looking statements. These statements reflect the current views, expectations and assumptions 
of management, and are based on information currently available to management. Forward-looking statements do not guarantee 
the occurrence of future results and developments and are subject to known and unknown risks and uncertainties. Actual future 
results and developments may deviate materially from the expectations and assumptions expressed in this document due to 
various factors. These factors primarily include changes in the general economic and competitive environment. Furthermore, 
developments on financial markets and changes in currency exchange rates as well as changes in national and international laws, 
in particular in respect of fiscal regulation, and other factors influence the company’s future results and developments. Neither the 
company nor any of its affiliates undertakes to update the statements contained in this press release.  
 
 

https://www.nationalgrid.com/us/fossilfree
https://www.nationalgrid.com/national-grid-ventures

